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 Obituary 
 

Robert Fulton Boyd Hunter 
 

Robert Fulton Boyd Hunter was born to the late Robert Fulton Boyd 
Hunter, Sr. and Ella Walker Hunter on November 3, 1935 in Sheffield, 
Alabama.  He was the only son and brother to four sisters.  His family later 
moved to Nashville, Tennessee where he attended elementary school and 
graduated from Pearl Senior High School.  He was a 1956 graduate of Fisk 
University where he became a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.  
Following his graduation from Fisk, he entered the Seabury Western 
Episcopal Seminary in Evanston, Illinois graduating in 1959. 

Reverend Hunter was an active participant in the Civil Rights Movement 
of the 1960’s.  He was instrumental in helping to integrate the Lovett 
Episcopal School in Atlanta, Georgia and was featured in the book, 
“Episcopalians and Race.”  He also served churches in Memphis 
(Emmanuel Episcopal) and Chattanooga (St. Mary’s Episcopal), Tennessee, 
Atlanta (St. Paul’s Episcopal), Georgia and Washington, DC. He became 
rector of The Episcopal Church of the Atonement in 1975 where he happily 
served for 30 years.  After retirement, Rev. Hunter remained active in 
diocesan activities including serving as a supply priest.  

Father Hunter was married for 61 years to the love of his life, Dorothea.  
With his wife, they raised three children:  Dr. Robert Hunter Jr., Dr. Gregg 
Hunter and Carolyn Hunter Byrd.  He is survived by his wife, children, 
grandchildren: Gregg Hunter, Sekou Hunter, Carla Hunter, N’Jiri Hunter, 
Joshua Hunter, Aliya Byrd, Ava Byrd, and Alexa Byrd; his sister Gena 
Hunter Carter; son-in-law, Ali Byrd; and daughter-in-law, Pamela Hunter, 
as well as many nieces, nephews, cousins and beloved friends. 
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The Order of Service 
 
Prelude 
 
Processional 
 
The Collect 
   The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you. 
 Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, who by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ destroyed 
death, and brought life and immortality to light: Grant that your servant Robert, 
being raised with him, may know the strength of his presence, and rejoice in his 
eternal glory; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

  
Opening Hymn  We’ve Come This Far By Faith    LEVAS #208 
 
 Refrain 
 We’ve come this far by faith, 
 Leaning on the Lord; 
 Trusting in His holy word, 
 He’s never failed me yet. 
 O can’t turn around. 
 We’ve come this far by faith. 
 
 Don’t be discouraged  
 When trouble’s in your life. 
 He’ll bear your burdens and  
 Move all misery and strife. 
 That’s why we’ve [Refrain] 
 
 Just the other day I heard someone say 
 He didn’t believe in God’s word; 
 But I can truly say that God had made a way 
 And He never failed me yet. 
 That’s why we’ve [Refrain] 
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The Lessons 
 
 First Lesson  Isaiah 25: 6-9      Ava Byrd, Granddaughter 
 
 Psalm 139          Dr. Gail-Selina Hewitt-Clarke, Cantor 
 
 Second Lesson  1 Corinthians 15 (selected verses)      Gregg Hunter II, Grandson 
 
Tributes 
 Rev. H. Jocelyn Irving (Retired), The Episcopal Church of the Atonement 
 Rev. Ricardo Sheppard, Rector, The Episcopal Church of the Atonement 
 The Hunter Family 
 
Church Paper          Anita Marsh 
 
Gradual Hymn  God Will Take Care of You     LEVAS #183 
 

Be not dismayed whate’er betide, 
God will take care of you; 
Beneath His wings of love abide, 
God will take care of you. 
 
Refrain: 
God will take care of you, 
Through ev’ry day, 
O’er all the way; 
He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 
 
Through days of toil when heart doth fail, 
God will take care of you; 
When dangers fierce you path assail, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 
All you may need He will provide, 
God will take care of you; 
Nothing you ask will be denied, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
 
No matter what may be the test, 
God will take care of you; 
Lean, weary one, upon His breast, 
God will take care of you. [Refrain] 
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The Holy Gospel  John 11: 21-27 
  
The Homily        The Reverend  Vincent Harris (Retired) 
        St. George’s Episcopal Church, Washington, DC 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us  
proclaim our faith and say, 

 
Celebrant and People 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

For our brother Robert, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, "I am 
Resurrection and I am Life." 
 
Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who 
mourn for Robert, and dry the tears of those who weep. 
Hear us, Lord. 
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You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. 
Hear us, Lord 
 
You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of 
heaven. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him 
fellowship with all your saints. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in 
your heavenly kingdom. 
Hear us, Lord. 
 
Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our 
consolation, and eternal life our hope. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother Robert, who was reborn by 
water and the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your 
victory over death, and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father's  
love. Give us, we pray, the faith to follow where you have led the way; and 
where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
   The peace of the Lord be always with you 
 People  And also with you. 
 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer A 
   The Lord be with you 
 People  And also with you. 
 Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
 People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, and comforts 
us with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, 
life is changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is  
prepared for us a dwelling place eternal in the heavens. 
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the 
glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, 
when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your 
mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, 
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 
your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me." 

 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
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We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you 
these gifts. 
 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of 
your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints  
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and for ever. AMEN. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is scarified for us. 
 People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the 
spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and 
have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament 
may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that 
kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of 
joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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The Commendation 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, 
where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind;  
and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and to earth shall we  
return. For so did you ordain when you created me, saying,  
"You are dust, and to dust you shall return." All of us go down  
to the dust; yet even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia,  
alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no 
more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 

 
Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Robert. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your 
own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your 
mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company 
of the saints in light. Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
 People Thanks be to God. 
 
Closing Hymn   Lead Me, Guide Me     LEVAS #194 
 

Refrain 
Lead me, guide me along the way, 
For if you lead me, I cannot stray 
Lord let me walk each day with Thee 
Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me. 
 
I am weak and I need thy strength and power  
To help me over my weakest hour; 
Help me through the darkness thy face to see. 
Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me. [Refrain] 
 
Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 
Be my aid when satan and sin oppress; 
I am putting all my trust in thee. 
Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me. [Refrain] 
 
I am lost if you take your hand from me, 
I am blind without thy light to see, 
Lord, just always let me thy servant be. 
Lead me, Oh Lord, lead me. [Refrain]
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The FAMILY OF The ReveRend RObeRT FuLTOn bOYd hunTeR 
wishes to express sincere appreciation for all acts of love and kindness that have been extended to the 

family during this time of bereavement. 

God bless you all for your thoughtfulness, love and care. 

  

 

 

Professional Services by: 
Slocum Funeral Service P.A. 

7529 Old Alexandria Ferry Road 
Clinton, Maryland 20735 

301.979.8818 
 

 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to: 
Fisk University Office of Alumni Affairs, 1000 17th Avenue N.  Nashville, TN  37208 and or 
the Episcopal Church of the Atonement, 5073 East Capitol St., SE Washington, DC  20019.  

Online giving options are available as well at www.fisk.edu and 
www.atonementepiscopaldc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 


